Luke 16:1-17  King James Version

1 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods.

Note:  The Steward had wasted the rich man's goods; put false glosses upon the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible; fed the family of God with bad and unwholesome food, offering instead the traditions of the elders, called the leaven of the Pharisees.  Made havoc of the souls of men, and made the hearts of the righteous sad.  Twisted Holy Scirpture and hardened sinners in their wicked ways by so doing.  They fed themselves, and not the flock.  Plundered persons of their temporal (earthly) substance.  All which they were accused by Moses, in whom they trusted.  Accused by God's Law which they violated;,and by their own consciences, which witnessed against them.  Furthermore by the cries of those whom they abused, which came into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth (The Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Romans 9:29; James 5:4).

2 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.

Note:  He, being God, called him:  By God Prophets, sent one after another.  Then by John the Baptist.  Next by the Only Begotten Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and then by the Lord Jesus Christ's Apostles.

The Rich Man (God) said unto him, "How is it that I hear this of thee?" of you corrupting God's Word; of your covetousness, rapine, and theft; of your adultery and idolatry, and sad violation of the law, Romans 2:21.  Give thou an account of thy stewardship: what improvement is made of thy gifts of mine you hold; what care has been taken of my vineyard, i.e.:  the Jewish Assembly, the Jewish Church, and where are the fruits that I might be expected to have been received at your hands.

Thou mayest be no longer steward.  This was foretold by the Prophets, that God would write a "Loammi" upon the people of the Jews, " . . . for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God."  Hosea 1:9; That God would cut off three shepherds in one month, and particularly lay aside the idol shepherd, by whom the Pharisees may be meant, Zechariah 11:1-17, particularly Zechariah 11:8,  and by John the Baptist, who declared the axe was laid to the root of the tree, and it was just ready to be cut down, Matthew 3:10, https://www.Alemattec.com/Men as Trees.doc.  As fortold by the Lord Jesus Christ, that the Kingdom of God should be taken from them, Matthew 21:43.   Finally by the Apostles, who turned from them to the Gentiles, Acts 13:46.


3 Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed.

Note:  "Then the steward said within himself, . . . "  As the Scribes and Pharisees would often do, Matthew 3:9; Luke 3:8, " . . . What shall I do?"

For my Lord taketh away from me my stewardship, i.e.:  The Hebrew Priesthood was changed, and there was a change also of the law, Hebrews 7:12.  The Ceremonial Law was abrogated, and the Ordinances of the former dispensation were shaken and removed.  Therefore, the Jewish Priesthood was now null and void, the former Priests must then of course be turned out of their places and Offices; as the Priesthood now resided in one man of the Tribe of Judah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Hebrews 7:13-28.


4 I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.

5 So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord?

6 And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.

7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.

8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does not approve the unjust steward's evil dealing, for it was definitely theft: but parables are set forth to show a thing in a secret spiritual way, as it were, to present the Truth by means of an allegory, even though it may not be exact.  The Lord Jesus Christ here teaches us that worldly men are more clever in the affairs of this world than the children of God.  It is their world.  Christians are only passing through on their way to Heaven.  Worldly men that are given to this present life in the flesh, contrary to whom are the children of light.  The Apostle Paul calls the former carnal, and the latter spiritual.  Carnal men are wiser than spiritual men in the ways of the world.


9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ speaks, "Make to yourselves friends of the "mammon of unrighteousness," because such wealth is often unrighteously detained, and is not made use of to right and good purposes, by the owners of it; because, generally speaking, it is possessed by unrighteous men; and, for the most part, used in an unrighteous manner, in luxury, pride and intemperance, and is the root of all evil, and is the means and instrument of such unrighteousness.  Make friends "that those ye have relieved may rise up as witnesses for you" at the great day of Judgment.  When you fail or die, when you fall by their sword, the (God the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) my receive you into everlasting habitations.  (Habitations:  Everlasting habitations.  Mansions of glory, which are many, and of an eternal duration: this is to be understood of their being received, 2 Corinthians 5:1.


10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.

11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?

Note:  That is, heavenly and true riches, which are contrary to material wealth which is worldly and quickly departing.


12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own?

13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Note:  God and mammon, i.e.:  riches, money, possessions, property; treasure a person trusts in.  No man can love God and riches simultaneously. 

14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.

Note:  Covetous:  Properly, a lover of money, Matthew 23:14,  " . . . hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: . . . "  They, for a pretence (an excuse) to steal (utterly devour, leaving nothing) windows' houses, (their house, household, dwelling; goods, property, means make long prayers as an excuse to steal).
 

15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.

16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.

17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.



-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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